IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND claims 1 , 2, 5, 1 3, 1 9 and 25 and ADD new claim 28 in accordance with 
the following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A disk cartridge, comprising: 

a case to contain a disk including an aperture, a portion of which extends to and around 
an edge of the case, through which optical access to at least one of opposing surfaces of the 
disk is possible; and 

a member including two substantially parallel extensions at least one of which being a 
window to allow for the optical access to the at least one of the opposing surfaces of the disk 
and an end to form either a bridge from one parallel extension to the other and/or to fill the 
portion of the aperture located around the edge of the case, the member being attachable to and 
detachable from the case, wherein, when attached to the case, the member fits substantially 
entirely within the aperture, wh e r ei n and wherein a profile of the member in a longitudinal 
direction thereof includes ono of a bulgo and a depressions on at l e ast on e each lateral side of 
the member andwith corresponding edges of the case afe being formed to fit around the profile 
of the member 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The disk cartridge of claim 1 , wherein the member is 
installed so that an outer surface of the sifKjJe-member is inwardly depressed relative to a 
surface of the case. 

3. (CANCELLED) 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 1 , wherein the member 
is formed of at least one of a glass and acryl. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The disk cartridge of claim 1 , wherein the member is 
installed so that an outer surface of the sm§te-member is level with a surface of the case. 

6. (CANCELLED) 

7. (CANCELLED) 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 1 , wherein the member 
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has a width of at least 0.8mm. 



9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 1 , wherein the member 
has a width of ~ 2mm. 

1 0. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 2, wherein the member 
is attachable to and detachable from the case, and is formed of at least one of a glass and acryl. 

11. (CANCELLED) 

12. (CANCELLED) 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A member including a pair of windows and an end to 
connect the windows in a substantially parallel arrangement, the member being provided in a 
disk cartridge having a case to contain a disk, wherein the member is attachable to and 
detachable from the case and allows an external light to access opposing surfaces of the disk in 
the case through the windows, wherein a profile of the member in a longitudinal direction thereof 
includes depressions on each lateral side of the member with corresponding edges of the case 
being formed to fit around the profile of the member. w h e r ei n a profil e of th e m e mb e r in a 
long i tud i na l d i r e ct i on thoroof i nc l udes ono of a bulgo and a dopross i on on at le ast on e l at e ra l 
s i d e of the momb e r and corresponding e dg e s of the cas e ar e form e d to f i t around th e profi le of 
tho memb e r. 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The member of claim 13, wherein the member is 
formed of at least one of a glass or acryl. 

15. (CANCELLED) 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The member of claim 14, wherein the member 
has a height so that the outer surface of the member is one of inwardly depressed relative to and 
at level with a surface of the case. 

1 7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The member of claim 1 6, wherein the member 
has a width of - 2mm. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 1 , wherein the member 
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is installed to the case to prevent an inflow of a foreign matter into the case. 

1 9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A disk cartridge, comprising: 

a case to contain a disk, wherein the case includes upper and lower surfaces, each 
surface including an aperture, a portion of which extends to and around an edge of the case, 
through which optical access to at least one of opposing surfaces of the disk is possible; and 

a member including two substantially parallel extensions at least one of which being a 
window to allow for the optical access to the at least one of the opposing surfaces of the disk 
and an end to form either a bridge from one parallel extension to the other and/or to fill the 
portion of the aperture located around the edge of the case, wherein the member is attachable 
to and detachable from the case and, when attached to the case, fits substantially entirely within 
the aperture, and wherein a profile of the member in a longitudinal direction thereof includes 
depressions on each lateral side of the member with corresponding edges of the case being 
formed to fit around the profile of the member. whoro i n a profi le of tho m e mber i n a l ong i tud i na l 
d i r e ct i on thoroof i ncludes on e of a bu l ge and a d e pr e ss i on on at le ast on e lat e ral s i d e of th e 
memb e r and corr e spond i ng e dgoo of th e caso ar e formed to fit around th e profi le of tho memb e r. 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 19, wherein the 
member is installed so that the top and bottom surfaces of the member are one of inwardly 
depressed relative to and level with the upper and lower surfaces of the case, respectively. 

21 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 20, wherein the 
member is attachable to and detachable from the case, and is formed of at least one of a glass 
and acryl. 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge of claim 21 , wherein the 
member is installed to the case to prevent an inflow of a foreign matter into the case. 

23. (CANCELLED) 

24. (CANCELLED) 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A disk cartridge and pickup assembly, comprising: 

a case to contain a disk including an aperture, a portion of which extends to and around 
an edge of the case, through which optical access to at least one of opposing surfaces of the 
disk is possible; 



4 



a member including two substantially parallel extensions at least one of which being a 
window to allow for the optical access to the at least one of the opposing surfaces of the disk 
and an end to form either a bridge from one parallel extension to the other and/or to fill the 
portion of the aperture located around the edge of the case, the member being attachable to and 
detachable from the case; and 

a pickup provided with a lens, to emit light onto the disk through the at least one window, 
wherein, when attached to the case, the member fits substantially entirely within the aperture, 
and wherein a profile of the member in a longitudinal direction thereof includes depressions on 
each lateral side of the member with corresponding edges of the case being formed to fit around 
the profile of the member. whoroin a profi le of th e m e mb e r i n th e l ong i tud i na l dir e ct i on includ e s 
on e of a bulg e and a d e pr e ssion on at l oast on e lotora l s i d e of th e memb e r and corresponding 
o dgos of th e cas e ar e form e d to f i t around th e profi l e of th e m e mb e r. 

26. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge and pickup assembly of claim 
25, wherein the member has a width of at least 1/1/ corresponding to the following relationship: 

W = 2tj_NA 
n 

where t is a distance from an outer surface of the member to the disk, NA is a numerical 
aperture of the lens of the pickup which emits the external light and n is a refractive index of the 
member. 

27. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The disk cartridge and pickup assembly of claim 
25, wherein the member is installed so that an outer surface of the member is level with a 
surface of the case. 

28. (NEW) A disk cartridge, comprising: 

a case to contain a disk including an aperture, a portion of which extends to and around 
an edge of the case, through which optical access to at least one of opposing surfaces of the 
disk is possible; and 

a member including two substantially parallel extensions at least one of which being a 
window to allow for the optical access to the at least one of the opposing surfaces of the disk 
and an end to form either a bridge from one parallel extension to the other and/or to fill the 
portion of the aperture located around the edge of the case, the member being attachable to and 
detachable from the case, wherein, when attached to the case, the member fits substantially 
entirely within the aperture, and wherein a profile of the member in a longitudinal direction 
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thereof includes first and second shapes on each lateral side of the member with corresponding 
edges of the case being formed to compliment the profile of the member. 
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